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" But again; the Gospel affirms a great radical, eternal
distinction between the spirit and the flesh, between
men walking after the spirit and walking after the
flesh, that is between men following their own inclina-
tions and yielding to them, and men walking erect
according to the law of their being, looking for divine
guidance.    Here lies the justification of the old Greek
idea of aristocracy.    The Greeks said that men were to
rule animals, that the great majority of those bearing
the form of men were mere animals ;   that they, the
Greeks, being men, were appointed to rule these.    This
was the Athenian faith even more than it was the
Lacedaemonian.    Instead of admitting that Athens was
weak because it held this faith, I believe that herein
lay a great part of her strength, and the counteraction
of much weakness which came to her from other causes.
At the same time I admit that there was an element of
weakness in this belief.   Men were divided into two
classes, the spiritual and the animal; it was not under-
stood that every man who is serving his animal nature
has still the capacity of a spirit in him ;   it was not
admitted that the most devoted man had in him at
the same time all tendencies to degradation.    Hence
the animal man was of necessity a mere serf who could
never rise; the higher man was a mere soul or intellect,
glorying in his own strength, aspiring to be a god, but
not seeking help from God, always liable to become a
beast.   Relationship to God being proclaimed by the
Gospel as the true law of humanity, obedience to mere
inclination, however general, is   the anomalous  and
apostate state j  the best men are necessarily those in
there is most of humanity j they furnish the rules
standards,  not  the exceptions.    European aris-
toetaey is grounded upon this principle.   There are men